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“Semi-Public Decision-Making Model”
——— Governments Strategy on Responding to NIMBY Conflict

HUANG Zhen-wet
(Department of Politics and Law, Party School of the Central Committee of C. P. C, Beijing 100091, China)

Abstract: Risk-control while maintaining the high efficiency of decision-making is a goal pursued by
governments all over the world. In order to resolve the rising NIMBY conflict, government decision-mak-
ing and public participation have gradually formed two basic decision-making models in positive interac-
tions: Government Autonomous Decision-Making Model and Public Decision-Making Model. However,
Chinese experiences show considerable differences: a research on the contrast cases of “PX” project from X
City and Z City shows that China has been forming a “Semi-Public Decision-Making Model”, which can be
summarized as “closed decision-making combining with semi-opening policy process”. This decision model
has become an important mechanism to prevent decision failure and deal with public challenges in recent

China.
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